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The Working Group for Co-operation between European Forecasters is a 
Working Group of the EUMETNET Science and Technology Advisory 
Committee (STAC) since 2013.

Goal is to promote an integrated, consistent and collaborative approach to 
operational forecasting through:

i. Encouraging and facilitating direct contact among forecasters across 
Europe particularly in high impact weather situations.

ii. Promoting the sharing of forecasts and warnings through services such as 
Meteoalarm.

iii. Encouraging the development of European forecasting capability through 
sharing of knowledge, experience, techniques and technology.



The Working Group for Co-operation between European Forecasters is a 
Working Group of the EUMETNET Science and Technology Advisory 
Committee (STAC) since 2013.

The WGCEF Chair may establish subgroups, working in between meetings, to 

support specific advisory functions, or may canvass opinions via email from 

WGCEF members.

One example for such a subgroup is the Task Team of Naming Storms in 

Europe that was set up by WGCEF with strong support by EUMETNET in 2013 

due to increased use of storm names by media in cases of severe weather. 

This Task Team coordinates the naming of significant storms Europe-wide, thus 

strengthening the collaboration between NMSs in terms of severe weather 

warnings, too, following one of the main ideas of Meteoalarm.

2. To support EUMETNET in implementing its Forecasting Programme.



The Royal Charter Storm –
The Birth of Scientific Weather Forecasting: October 1859



Fitzroy’s First weather forecast
1st August, 1861
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ECMWF 10-Day forecast
2019



A Case of Mistaken Identity
28th October 2013

St Jude (Weather 
Channel)

Christian (FU Berlin)

Allan (DMI)

Simone (SMHI)

Carmen (European 
Windstorms Centre)



Storm Naming

Reach, engagement and influence for 
warnings

Authoritative Voice 

Single name

Communication:  ‘hashtag culture’

Collaboration with adjoining NMS’s

Useful post-event for reference



Highest annual 
rainfall total: 
3964.9mm at 
Ballaghbeama
Gap, Co Kerry 
in 1960.



Meteosat



Frontal rain

Cold air
Snow showers

Warm air
Severe thunderstorms



http://www.clouds-online.com/cloud_atlas/stratus/stratus.htm
http://www.clouds-online.com/cloud_atlas/stratus/stratus.htm


Storm Naming Rules

West group:

UK; Ireland; 

Netherlands



• Mid-latitude Storm depression/Extra-tropical 
storm/Medicane (not a local wind such as Bora/Foehn)

• Orange/Red wind Warnings in Meteoalarm

but snow/rainfall impacts may exceed wind impacts 
especially in Mediterranean regions

• NMS which first issues the warning names the Storm in 
consultation with other partners.

• Names picked by NMS’s (public suggestions etc)

• It keeps the name given by another NMS/NHC Maimi

Storm Naming Rules



• Mid-latitude Storm depression/Extra-tropical 
storm/Medicane (not a local wind such as Bora/Foehn)

• Based on Warnings in Meteoalarm (ORANGE or RED 
……based on thresholds and/or impacts)

• NMS which first issues the warning names the Storm in 
consultation with other partners.

• Names picked by NMS’s (public suggestions etc)

• It keeps the name given by the NHC Maimi either called 
‘Ex’ or Storm?

Storm Naming Rules









European Cooperation on 
Storm Naming

W: Ireland/UK/Netherlands

SW: France/Spain/Portugal/Belgium

SE: Cyprus/Greece/Israel …Tri-lateral

Italy/Croatia/Slovenia/Montenegro/North Macedonia

Central: Germany/Austria/Switzerland/Poland/Czech 
Republic/Slovakia/Hungary (FU Berlin)

N: Norway/Sweden/Denmark

NE: Finland/Estonia/Latvia/Lithuania
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Adopt a 

Vortex!



Adopt a 

Vortex!

You can adopt a vortex for:
High….299Euro
Low…..199Euro

Rates for Highs and Lows are different because 
Highs normally last longer than Lows and so they 
stay on the weather charts longer. 
On average FU Berlin expect to name 50 to 60 
Highs and about 150 Lows in one year. 



Meteoalarm





Year 1: 2015-16









MET Éireann HARMONIE-AROME 
model 2.5km resolution

ECMWF Global model
9km resolution
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Making Ireland Weather

and Climate Prepared

MID-CENTURY (2041-2060) 
PROJECTIONS 
EXTREME STORM TRACK

1976 
to 

2005

Mid-
century 
RCP8.5



www.met.ie/education/podcast




